
Chapter 3  
1. In 1-2 sentences, describe the scene at Gatsby’s house on weekends. 

 
2. What arrives at Gatsby’s house every Friday?  What leaves on Monday?  What does this 

tell you about how long Gatsby’s parties last? 
 

3. How does Nick receive invitation to Gatsby’s party?  Why was this invitation unusual? 
 

4. What is Nick’s immediate impression of the party guests? 
 

5. What happened to the girl who tore her dress the last time she was at Gatsby’s? 
 

6. What are two rumors that have been circulating about Gatsby? 
 

7. What illegal activity takes place at Gatsby’s party?  Why is it illegal? 
8. What discovery has the Owl-Eyed man made in Gatsby’s library?  What does his 

discovery say about the sector of American society in the 1920s? 
 

9. What is ironic about Jordan’s statement comparing large and small parties? 
 

10. On what does Owl-Eyes blame the accident after Gatsby’s party?  What is ironic about 
his claim? 
 

11. What “haunting” feeling does Nick sometimes have?  What does his description of his 
feelings and the indication that others feel this way say about American society or life in 
the city at the time? 
 

12. How does Nick feel about Jordan?  Why does he finally conclude about her?  What does 
he finally conclude about himself? 

 
 
Chapter 4  

1. What do the girls at the party think Gatsby did to get rich? 
 

2. Why do you think Fitzgerald gives a long list of those guests who attended Gatsby’s 
parties that summer?  What “subtle tribute” did these people give Gatsby? 
 

3. Who is the “border”?  How did he get the name? 
 

4. Describe Gatsby’s car in 1-2 sentences. 
 

5. What new information does Gatsby give Nick about himself?  List at least 3 important 
pieces of information. 



6. What is Nick’s reaction to Gatsby’s story?  What makes Nick suspect that Gatsby is lying 
about his past? 
 

7. What two things does Gatsby always carry?  He carries these things with him at all time. 
Why do you think he does this? 
 

8. How does Gatsby get out of a speeding ticket? 
 

9. Describe Mr. Wolfshiem’s physical appearance.  Why kind of man is he?  Why do you 
think he is associated with Gatsby? 
 

10. What did Tom give Daisy the day before their wedding? What happened that evening? 
WHy did Daisy have a breakdown? 
 

11. What happened to Tom in Ventura?  Who was he with?  What is notable about this 
incident? 
 

12. Why, according to Jordan, is it not a coincidence that Gastby lives where he does, at 
West Egg? 
 

13. What did Gastby want Jordan to ask Nick?  What does Gatsby want Daisy to see? 
 
 
 
Chapter 5  

1. Explain what Gatsby does to prepare for his meeting with Daisy.  Why do you think he 
does all this? 
 

2. What happens to the clock on the mantle?  What do you think this awkward moment 
symbolizes? 
 

3. How long has it been since Daisy and Gastby have seen each other? 
 

4. How does Gatsby behave upon seeing Daisy again?  What is your impression of his 
behavior?  Why is this ironic considering the title of the novel? 
 

5. What inconsistency does Nick catch about where Gatsby’s money came from?  From 
where does Gastby tell Nick he got his money? 
 

6. Why did Gatsby show Daisy all of his shirts?  Is Daisy truly crying because she’s “never 
seen such beautiful shirts before” or is she crying about something else?  What could 
that be?  Explain her reaction. 



7. What is the author referring to in the statement: “Possibly it has occurred to him that the 
colossal significance of that light had now vanished forever...His count of enchanted 
objects had diminished by one”?  What does the green light symbolize?  Explain its 
significance to the novel. 
 

8. Who is Klipspringer and what does Gatsby have him do?  Why? 
 

9. What could the weather in this chapter symbolize?  How does the weather change? 
What could the change symbolize? 

 
 
Chapter 6  

1. Who is James Gatz? 
 

2. Why did he change his name?  How old was he at the time? 
 

3. How was Dan Cody involved in shaping Gatsby into the man he is now? 
 

4. Why did Gatsby not get the money that Cody left for him? 
 

5. For what reason do you think Fitzgerald interrupted Gatsby’s story for the visit from the 
horseback riders?  Why doesn’t Gatsby understand that he isn’t really welcome? 
 

6. Why does Tom attend Gatsby’s party?  What is ironic about this? 
 

7. How does Tom’s presence affect the atmosphere of the party? 
 

8. What does Gatsby want Daisy to do?  What is Nick’s response?  Do you agree or 
disagree with his statement: “You can’t repeat the past”? 

 
 
Chapter 7  

1. Why did Gatsby fire all of his servants? 
 

2. What does Daisy do while Tom is on the phone in the other room?  What does Daisy tell 
Jordan to do?  Why do you think she does this? 
 

3. What kind of relationship does Daisy have with her daughter?  Why is Gatsby surprised 
by the child’s “existence”? 
 

4. What does Gatsby say that Daisy’s voice is “full of”?  Why? 
 

5. Why does Wilson suddenly need money from Tom? 



6. How does the weather contribute to the mood of this chapter?  What could the weather 
symbolize? 
 

7. What does Daisy tell Gatsby that catches him off guard?  What was he expecting to 
hear? 
 

8. As they are leaving the hotel, what milestones does Nick remember that he had 
forgotten in all the excitement?  What is the significance of this? 
 

9. Who does Tom believe killed Myrtle?  What really happened? 
 

10. Who is “watching” over the incidents in the Valley of Ashes?  Of who is this symbolic? 
 
 

 
Chapter 8  

1. Why does Nick suggest that Gatsby go away even though he knows that it was Daisy 
who killed Myrtle? 
 

2. Why does Gatsby refuse?  What is he holding on to?  What did you think of his 
behavior? 
 

3. How did Daisy and Gatsby meet?  How did Gatsby deceive Daisy from the beginning? 
 

4. How did Daisy go on living her life while Gatsby fought in the war?  What did Daisy do 
while Gatsby was at Oxford? 
 

5. Where did Gatsby go with the last of his army pay?  Why? 
 

6. Why does Nick insist Gatsby is “worth the whole damn bunch put together”? 
 

7. What does Wilson firmly believe happened to Myrtle?  What clue(s) lead him to believe 
this? 
 

8. What does Wilson imagine about the eyes of Dr. T.J. Eckleburg? 
 

9. Define the word “holocaust”.  What does Nick mean when he says, “the holocaust was 
complete”? 
 

10. What do you think is Fitzgerald’s purpose in relating the story of Gatsby’s return to 
Louisville while Daisy and Tom are still on their wedding trip? 

 
 



Chapter 9  
1. Why is NIck in charge of arranging Gatsby’s funeral?  Why is this surprising? 

 
2. How does Henry Gatz hear about the funeral? 

 
3. Why does Klipspringer call Gatsby’s house? 

 
4. Why does Mr. Gatz show Nick Gatsby’s schedule from his youth?  What does this show 

you about the kind of person Gatsby was meant to be?  Why do you think this was an 
important/unimportant part of the novel? 
 

5. Why do you think Fitzgerald included that the owl-eyed man came to Gatsby’s funeral? 
Why do you think the owl-eyed man might have come? 
 

6. What happens to Nick and Jordan’s relationship? 
 

7. What had Tom told George about the car the afternoon of the shooting?  Why did Tom 
feel justified? 
 

8. Do you agree with Nick’s statement, “They were careless people, Tom and Daisy - they 
smashed up things and creatures and then retreated back into their money or their vast 
carelessness or whatever it was that kept them together, and let other people clean up 
the mess they had made…”? 
 

9. In his final comment, Nick says: “Gatsby believed in the green light, the orgastic future 
that year by year recedes before us.  It eludes us then, but then that’s no matter - 
tomorrow we will run faster, stretch out our arms farther...And one fine morning - So we 
beat on, boats against the current, borne back ceaselessly into the past”?  What does 
this quote mean?  Why is this quote significant to the theme of the American Dream in 
the novel? 


