Upcoming BMS Eighth Graders Summer Reading 22/23
Upcoming 8th graders: The goal of summer reading is to get you to READ! The task is simple; choose ONE book
from within your Lexile level or from this list, read it over the summer, and complete the attached journal entries.
These journal entries are due during the first week of school. We will have some books to loan out or you may buy
the book or borrow it from a public library. We encourage you to visit the Barberton Public Library or the Akron
Summit County Public Library virtually or in-person and participate in a summer reading club for rewards and
prizes! This assignment will earn you extra credit to start out the year if done in its entirety and turned in by 8/19,
half-credit if turned in by 8/26, and no credit after that.

Assignments must be turned in by Friday, August 19, 2022 for full extra credit
Assignments must be turned in by Friday, August 26, 2022 for half credit
Assignments turned in after Friday, August 26, 2022 will receive no credit
Parents/Guardians-Teenage books often include more mature themes and language of interest to young adults.
Please understand no student is required to read any particular book on this list and there are many choices
offered. If you have questions about the content of a specific book, please visit
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/ to determine if a book is ok for your child.
BOOKLIST: Choose & READ ONE BOOK FROM THIS LIST OR WITHIN YOUR LEXILE RANGE
Paper Towns-John Green 850 Lexile
Quentin Jacobsen has spent a lifetime loving the magnificent Margo Roth Spiegelman from afar. So when she
cracks open a window and climbs back into his life—summoning him for an ingenious campaign of
revenge—he follows. When their all-nighter ends and a new day breaks, Margo has disappeared. But Q soon
learns that there are clues—and they’re for him. Embarking on an exhilarating adventure to find her, the closer
Q gets, the less he sees the girl he thought he knew.
The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank 1010 Lexile
In 1942, with the Nazis occupying Holland, a thirteen-year-old Jewish girl and her family fled their home in
Amsterdam and went into hiding. For the next two years, until their whereabouts were betrayed to the Gestapo,
the Franks and another family lived cloistered in the “Secret Annexe” of an old office building. Cut off from the
outside world, they faced hunger, boredom, the constant cruelties of living in confined quarters, and the
ever-present threat of discovery and death. In her diary, Anne Frank recorded vivid impressions of her experiences
during this period. By turns thoughtful, moving, and surprisingly humorous, her account offers a fascinating
commentary on human courage and frailty and a compelling self-portrait of a sensitive and spirited young woman
whose promise was tragically cut short.
Heat by Mike Lupica 940 Lexile
Michael Arroyo has a pitching arm that throws serious heat along with aspirations of leading his team all the way
to the Little League World Series. But his firepower is nothing compared to the heat Michael faces in his
day-to-day life. Newly orphaned after his father led the family’s escape from Cuba, Michael’s only family is his
seventeen-year-old brother Carlos. If Social Services hears of their situation, they will be separated in the
foster-care system—or worse, sent back to Cuba. Together, the boys carry on alone, dodging bills and anyone who
asks too many questions. But then someone wonders how a twelve-year-old boy could possibly throw with as
much power as Michael Arroyo throws. With no way to prove his age, no birth certificate, and no parent to fight
for his cause, Michael’s secret world is blown wide open, and he discovers that family can come from the most
unexpected sources.
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The Truth About Forever by Sarah Dessen 770 Lexile
Macy’s got her whole summer carefully planned. But her plans didn’t include a job at Wish Catering. And they
certainly didn’t include Wes. But Macy soon discovers that the things you expect least are sometimes the things
you need most.
Chasing Lincoln’s Killer by James Swanson 980 Lexile
Based on rare archival material, obscure trial manuscripts, and interviews with relatives of the conspirators and
the manhunters, Chasing Lincoln’s Killer is a fast-paced thriller about the pursuit and capture of John Wilkes Booth:
a wild twelve-day chase through the streets of Washington, D.C., across the swamps of Maryland, and into the
forests of Virginia.
Piecing Me Together by Renée Watson 680 Lexile
Jade believes she must get out of her poor neighborhood if she's ever going to succeed. Her mother tells her to
take advantage of every opportunity that comes her way. And Jade has every day she rides the bus away from
her friends and to the private school where she feels like an outsider, but where she has plenty of opportunities.
But some opportunities she doesn't really welcome, like an invitation to join Women to Women, a mentorship
program for "at-risk" girls. Just because her mentor is black and graduated from the same high school doesn't
mean she understands where Jade is coming from. She's tired of being singled out as someone who needs help,
someone people want to fix. Jade wants to speak, to create, to express her joys and sorrows, her pain and her
hope. Maybe there are some things she could show other women about understanding the world and finding
ways to be real, to make a difference.
Posted by John David Anderson 750 Lexile
In middle school, words aren’t just words. They can be weapons. They can be gifts. The right words can win you
friends or make you enemies. They can come back to haunt you. Sometimes they can change things forever. When
cell phones are banned at Branton Middle School, Frost and his friends Deedee, Wolf, and Bench come up with a
new way to communicate: leaving sticky notes for each other all around the school. It catches on, and soon all the
kids in school are leaving notes—though, for every kind and friendly one, there is a cutting and cruel one as well. In
the middle of this, a new girl named Rose arrives at school and sits at Frost’s lunch table. Rose is not like anyone
else at Branton Middle School, and it’s clear that the close circle of friends Frost has made for himself won’t easily
hold another. As the sticky-note war escalates, and the pressure to choose sides mounts, Frost soon realizes that
after this year, nothing will ever be the same.

The Sun Is Also a Star by Nicola Yoon 650 Lexile
Natasha: I’m a girl who believes in science and facts. Not fate. Not destiny. Or dreams that will never come
true. I’m definitely not the kind of girl who meets a cute boy on a crowded New York City street and falls in
love with him. Not when my family is twelve hours away from being deported to Jamaica. Falling in love with
him won’t be my story.
Daniel: I’ve always been the good son, the good student, living up to my parents’ high expectations. Never
the poet. Or the dreamer. But when I see her, I forget about all that. Something about Natasha makes me
think that fate has something much more extraordinary in store—for both of us.
The Universe: Every moment in our lives has brought us to this single moment. A million futures lie before
us. Which one will come true?
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Skink--No Surrender by Carl Hiaasen 770 Lexile
When your cousin goes missing under suspicious circumstances, who do you call? There’s only one man for the job:
a half-crazed, half-feral, one-eyed ex-governor named Skink. Skink joins 14-year-old Richard on a breakneck chase
across Florida, undaunted by lightning storms, poisonous snakes, flying bullets, and giant gators. There are a million
places cousin Malley could be, a million unpleasant fates that might have befallen her, but one thing is certain: in
the Florida swamp, justice is best served wild.
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town by Kimberly Willis Holt 700 Lexile
Toby Wilson is having the toughest summer of his life. It's the summer his mother leaves for good; the summer his
best friend's brother returns from Vietnam in a coffin. And the summer that Zachary Beaver, the fattest boy in the
world, arrives in their sleepy Texas town. While it's a summer filled with heartache of every kind, it's also a summer
of new friendships gained and old friendships renewed. And it's Zachary Beaver who turns the town of Antler
upside down and leaves everyone, especially Toby, changed forever.
The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants by Ann Brashares 600 Lexile
Some friends just fit together. Once there was a pair of pants. Just an ordinary pair of jeans. But these pants, the Traveling
Pants, went on to do great things. This is the story of the four friends—Lena, Tibby, Bridget, and Carmen—who made it
possible.
Pants = love. Love your pals. Love yourself.

Life of Pi by Yann Martel 830 Lexile
The son of a zookeeper, Pi Patel has an encyclopedic knowledge of animal behavior and a fervent love of stories.
When Pi is sixteen, his family emigrates from India to North America aboard a Japanese cargo ship, along with
their zoo animals bound for new homes.
The ship sinks. Pi finds himself alone in a lifeboat, his only companions a hyena, an orangutan, a wounded zebra,
and Richard Parker, a 450-pound Bengal tiger. Soon the tiger has dispatched all but Pi, whose fear, knowledge,
and cunning allow him to coexist with Richard Parker for 227 days while lost at sea. When they finally reach the
coast of Mexico, Richard Parker flees to the jungle, never to be seen again. The Japanese authorities who
interrogate Pi refuse to believe his story and press him to tell them "the truth." After hours of coercion, Pi tells a
second story, a story much less fantastical, much more conventional--but is it more true?

*Descriptions from Amazon Book and Kindle descriptions found on Amazon.com on 4/16/18
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Incoming 8th Grade Summer Reading Assignment
Directions: Complete all 5 journal entries for the book you choose to read from the summer
reading list or your Lexile range. You may keep a paper journal in legible handwriting or you may
wish to use Google Docs and submit electronically. All journal entries must be completed to earn
full extra credit.
Summer Reading Journal #1
1. Tell me about the main character in your SSR book. What is he or she like? What age is
the character? What job does the character have (school is a job)? What does he or she
do (spare time/hobbies)? What is his or her living situation (family)?
2.

In what ways are you similar to or different from the main character in your book?
Explain.

Summer Reading Journal #2
Overall, do you like the book you’re reading? What specifically do you like or dislike
about the book? Please provide details about the plot, setting, conflict, and characters to
support your answer. Pretend I haven’t read the book. Convince me to read it OR not read it.
Summer Reading Journal #3
Compare the book you are reading now to any book you’ve read before. What
similarities are there between that book and your book? What differences are there? (think plot,
setting, conflict…obviously they have different characters. Think a little more deeply)
Summer Reading Journal #4
1. What is the title of the book you are reading? How does it relate to the story? If
you haven’t read that far yet, what do you think the title could possibly mean?
Make a prediction.
2. Explain why you chose your book to read. What factors went into your decision
(interesting cover, back cover, recommendation)?
Summer Reading Journal #5
Describe the ending of your book. What caused the story to end the way it did: the
character’s luck, hard work, skill, or a bright idea? Was the main conflict in the book resolved?

Assignments must be turned in by Friday, August 19th for full extra credit
Assignments must be turned in by Friday, August 26th for half credit
Assignments turned in after Friday, August 26th will receive no credit
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