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Upcoming 8th graders: The goal of summer reading is to get you to READ! The task is simple; choose ONE book 

from within your lexile level or from this list,  read it over the summer, and complete the attached journal entries. 

These journal entries are due during the first week of school.  You may buy the book or borrow it from a public 

library. We encourage you to visit the Barberton Public Library or the Akron Summit County Public Library virtually 

or in person and participate in a summer reading club for rewards and prizes! This assignment will earn you extra 

credit to start out the year if done in its entirety and turned in by 8/21, half credit if turned in by 8/28 and no credit 

after that. 

 

Assignments must be turned in by Friday, August 21st for full extra credit 
Assignments must be turned in by Friday, August 28th for half credit  
Assignments turned in after Friday, August 28rd will receive no credit 
 

Parents/Guardians-Teenage books often include more mature themes and language of interest to young adults. 

Please understand no student is required to read any particular book on this list and there are many choices 

offered. If you have questions about the content of a specific book, please visit 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/ to determine if a book is ok for your child. 

 

BOOK LIST: Choose & READ ONE BOOK FROM THIS LIST OR WITHIN YOUR LEXILE RANGE 
  

Paper Towns-John Green 850 Lexile 

Quentin Jacobsen has spent a lifetime loving the magnificent Margo Roth Spiegelman from afar. So when she 

cracks open a window and climbs back into his life—summoning him for an ingenious campaign of 

revenge—he follows. When their all-nighter ends and a new day breaks, Margo has disappeared. But Q soon 

learns that there are clues—and they’re for him. Embarking on an exhilarating adventure to find her, the 

closer Q gets, the less he sees the girl he thought he knew. 

 

The Giver by Lois Lowry 760 Lexile 

The Giver, the 1994 Newbery Medal winner, has become one of the most influential novels of our time. The 

haunting story centers on twelve-year-old Jonas, who lives in a seemingly ideal, if colorless, world of conformity 

and contentment. Not until he is given his life assignment as the Receiver of Memory does he begin to 

understand the dark, complex secrets behind his fragile community. Lois Lowry has written three companion 

novels to The Giver, including Gathering Blue, Messenger, and Son. 

 

Bad Boy: A Memoir by Walter Dean Myers 970 Lexile 

As a boy, Myers was quick-tempered and physically strong, always ready for a fight. He also read 

voraciously—he would check out books from the library and carry them home, hidden in brown paper bags in 

order to avoid other boys' teasing. He aspired to be a writer (and he eventually succeeded). But as his hope for a 

successful future diminished, the values he had been taught at home, in school, and in his community seemed 

worthless, and he turned to the streets and to his books for comfort.Here, in his own words, is the story of one 

of the most important voices of our time. 

The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank 1010 Lexile 

In 1942, with the Nazis occupying Holland, a thirteen-year-old Jewish girl and her family fled their home in 

Amsterdam and went into hiding. For the next two years, until their whereabouts were betrayed to the Gestapo, 

the Franks and another family lived cloistered in the “Secret Annexe” of an old office building. Cut off from the 

outside world, they faced hunger, boredom, the constant cruelties of living in confined quarters, and the 
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ever-present threat of discovery and death. In her diary Anne Frank recorded vivid impressions of her experiences 

during this period. By turns thoughtful, moving, and surprisingly humorous, her account offers a fascinating 

commentary on human courage and frailty and a compelling self-portrait of a sensitive and spirited young woman 

whose promise was tragically cut short. 

 

 

And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie 570 Lexile 

Ten people, each with something to hide and something to fear, are invited to an isolated mansion on Indian 

Island by a host who, surprisingly, fails to appear. On the island they are cut off from everything but each other 

and the inescapable shadows of their own past lives. One by one, the guests share the darkest secrets of their 

wicked pasts. And one by one, they die…Which among them is the killer and will any of them survive? 

Heat by Mike Lupica 940 Lexile 

Michael Arroyo has a pitching arm that throws serious heat along with aspirations of leading his team all the way 

to the Little League World Series. But his firepower is nothing compared to the heat Michael faces in his 

day-to-day life. Newly orphaned after his father led the family’s escape from Cuba, Michael’s only family is his 

seventeen-year old brother Carlos. If Social Services hears of their situation, they will be separated in the 

foster-care system—or worse, sent back to Cuba. Together, the boys carry on alone, dodging bills and anyone 

who asks too many questions. But then someone wonders how a twelve-year-old boy could possibly throw with 

as much power as Michael Arroyo throws. With no way to prove his age, no birth certificate, and no parent to 

fight for his cause, Michael’s secret world is blown wide open, and he discovers that family can come from the 

most unexpected sources. 
 

The Truth About Forever by Sarah Dessen 770 Lexile 

Macy’s got her whole summer carefully planned. But her plans didn’t include a job at Wish Catering. And they 

certainly didn’t include Wes.But Macy soon discovers that the things you expect least are sometimes the things 

you need most. 

 

Chasing Lincoln’s Killer by James Swanson 980 Lexile 

Based on rare archival material, obscure trial manuscripts, and interviews with relatives of the conspirators and 

the manhunters, Chasing Lincoln’s Killer is a fast-paced thriller about the pursuit and capture of John Wilkes 

Booth: a wild twelve-day chase through the streets of Washington, D.C., across the swamps of Maryland, and 

into the forests of Virginia. 

 

 The Boys Who Challenged Hitler: Knud Pedersen and the Churchill Club by Phillip Hoose 970 Lexile 

At the outset of World War II, Denmark did not resist German occupation. Deeply ashamed of his nation's 

leaders, fifteen-year-old Knud Pedersen resolved with his brother and a handful of schoolmates to take action 

against the Nazis if the adults would not. Naming their secret club after the fiery British leader, the young 

patriots in the Churchill Club committed countless acts of sabotage, infuriating the Germans, who eventually had 

the boys tracked down and arrested. But their efforts were not in vain: the boys' exploits and eventual 

imprisonment helped spark a full-blown Danish resistance. Interweaving his own narrative with the recollections 

of Knud himself, The Boys Who Challenged Hitler is National Book Award winner Phillip Hoose's inspiring story of 

these young war heroes. 

 

The Only Road by Alexandra Diaz 830 Lexile 

Twelve-year-old Jaime makes the treacherous and life-changing journey from his home in Guatemala to live with 

his older brother in the United States in this “powerful and timely” (Booklist, starred review) middle grade novel. 
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Jaime is sitting on his bed drawing when he hears a scream. Instantly, he knows: Miguel, his cousin and best friend, 

is dead. Everyone in Jaime’s small town in Guatemala knows someone who has been killed by the Alphas, a 

powerful gang that’s known for violence and drug trafficking. Anyone who refuses to work for them is hurt or 

killed—like Miguel. With Miguel gone, Jaime fears that he is next. There’s only one choice: accompanied by his 

cousin Ángela, Jaime must flee his home to live with his older brother in New Mexico. 

 

 

Whistling in the Dark by Shirley Hughes 890 Lexile 

Liverpool, 1940: Thirteen-year-old Joan's home is under constant threat from the Nazis' terrifying nightly air raids. 

Everyone is on edge, faced with strict food rationing, curfews, and blackouts. It’s not an easy time to be a 

teenager. Joan’s one solace is going to the movies with her best friend, the unflappable Doreen, but when the 

bombings intensify, even that becomes too dangerous. There’s also the matter of a strange man who Joan sees 

lurking near their home. Who is he, and why does he think Joan can help him? Even more unsettling, as the Blitz 

worsens, Joan and her friends make a discovery down by the old mill that will tear the whole community apart. In 

the hardship of war, everything seems to be rationed — except true friendship. 

 

Piecing Me Together by Renée Watson 680 Lexile 

Jade believes she must get out of her poor neighborhood if she's ever going to succeed. Her mother tells her to 

take advantage of every opportunity that comes her way. And Jade has: every day she rides the bus away from 

her friends and to the private school where she feels like an outsider, but where she has plenty of opportunities. 

But some opportunities she doesn't really welcome, like an invitation to join Women to Women, a mentorship 

program for "at-risk" girls. Just because her mentor is black and graduated from the same high school doesn't 

mean she understands where Jade is coming from. She's tired of being singled out as someone who needs help, 

someone people want to fix. Jade wants to speak, to create, to express her joys and sorrows, her pain and her 

hope. Maybe there are some things she could show other women about understanding the world and finding 

ways to be real, to make a difference. 

 

Prisoner B-3087 by Alan Gratz 760 Lexile  

Ten concentration camps. Ten different places where you are starved, tortured, and worked mercilessly. 

It's something no one could imagine surviving.But it is what Yanek Gruener has to face. As a Jewish boy in 1930s 

Poland, Yanek is at the mercy of the Nazis who have taken over. Everything he has, and everyone he loves, have 

been snatched brutally from him. And then Yanek himself is taken prisoner -- his arm tattooed with the words 

PRISONER B-3087.He is forced from one nightmarish concentration camp to another, as World War II rages all 

around him. He encounters evil he could have never imagined, but also sees surprising glimpses of hope amid 

the horror. He just barely escapes death, only to confront it again seconds later. Can Yanek make it through the 

terror without losing his hope, his will -- and, most of all, his sense of who he really is inside?Based on an 

astonishing true story. 

 

The False Prince (The Ascendance Trilogy, Book 1) by Jennifer A. Nielsen 710 Lexile 

In a discontent kingdom, civil war is brewing. To unify the divided people, Conner, a nobleman of the court, 

devises a cunning plan to find an impersonator of the king's long-lost son and install him as a puppet prince. 

Four orphans are recruited to compete for the role, including a defiant boy named Sage. Sage knows that 

Conner's motives are more than questionable, yet his life balances on a sword's point -- he must be chosen to 

play the prince or he will certainly be killed. But Sage's rivals have their own agendas as well. As Sage moves 

from a rundown orphanage to Conner's sumptuous palace, layer upon layer of treachery and deceit unfold, 

until finally, a truth is revealed that, in the end, may very well prove more dangerous than all of the lies taken 

together.  An extraordinary adventure filled with danger and action, lies and deadly truths that will have readers 

clinging to the edge of their seats. 
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Posted by John David Anderson 750 Lexile 

In middle school, words aren’t just words. They can be weapons. They can be gifts. The right words can win you 

friends or make you enemies. They can come back to haunt you. Sometimes they can change things forever. 

When cell phones are banned at Branton Middle School, Frost and his friends Deedee, Wolf, and Bench come up 

with a new way to communicate: leaving sticky notes for each other all around the school. It catches on, and soon 

all the kids in school are leaving notes—though for every kind and friendly one, there is a cutting and cruel one as 

well. In the middle of this, a new girl named Rose arrives at school and sits at Frost’s lunch table. Rose is not like 

anyone else at Branton Middle School, and it’s clear that the close circle of friends Frost has made for himself 

won’t easily hold another. As the sticky-note war escalates, and the pressure to choose sides mounts, Frost soon 

realizes that after this year, nothing will ever be the same. 

Alexander Hamilton: the Outsider by Jean Fritz 1030 Lexile 

The perfect chapter book biography for young fans of the Hamilton musical! Most people know that 

Alexander Hamilton was killed in a duel with Aaron Burr, and that his face is on the ten dollar bill. But he 

was much more than that! Born in the West Indies, Hamilton arrived in New York as an immigrant, an 

outsider. He fought in the American Revolution and became George Washington's most valuable 

aide-de-camp. As one of America's Founding Fathers, he was there for the writing of the Constitution and 

became the first Secretary of the Treasury. Jean Fritz's award-winning talent for bringing history to life 

shines as she shares the true story of Alexander Hamilton, a man of action who was honorable, ambitious, 

and fiercely loyal to his adopted country. 

 

The Sun Is Also a Star by Nicola Yoon 650 Lexile 

Natasha: I’m a girl who believes in science and facts. Not fate. Not destiny. Or dreams that will never come 

true. I’m definitely not the kind of girl who meets a cute boy on a crowded New York City street and falls in 

love with him. Not when my family is twelve hours away from being deported to Jamaica. Falling in love 

with him won’t be my story. 

Daniel: I’ve always been the good son, the good student, living up to my parents’ high expectations. Never 

the poet. Or the dreamer. But when I see her, I forget about all that. Something about Natasha makes me 

think that fate has something much more extraordinary in store—for both of us. 

The Universe: Every moment in our lives has brought us to this single moment. A million futures lie before 

us. Which one will come true?  

 

Of Better Blood by Susan Moger 630 Lexile 

Teenage polio survivor Rowan Collier is caught in the crossfire of a secret war against "the unfit." It's 

1922, and eugenics―the movement dedicated to racial purity and good breeding―has taken hold in 

America. State laws allow institutions to sterilize minorities, the "feeble-minded," and the poor, while 

local eugenics councils set up exhibits at county fairs with "fitter family" contests and propaganda. After 

years of being confined to hospitals, Rowan is recruited at sixteen to play a born cripple in a county fair 

eugenics exhibit. But gutsy, outspoken Dorchy befriends Rowan and helps her realize her own inner 

strength and bravery. The two escape the fair and end up at a summer camp on a desolate island run by 

the New England Eugenics Council. There they discover something is happening to the children. Rowan 

must find a way to stop the horrors on the island…if she can escape them herself. 
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Skink--No Surrender by Carl Hiaasen 770 Lexile 

When your cousin goes missing under suspicious circumstances, who do you call? There’s only one man for the 

job: a half-crazed, half-feral, one-eyed ex-governor named Skink. Skink joins 14-year-old Richard on a 

breakneck chase across Florida, undaunted by lightning storms, poisonous snakes, flying bullets, and giant 

gators. There are a million places cousin Malley could be, a million unpleasant fates that might have befallen 

her, but one thing is certain: in the Florida swamp, justice is best served wild. 

 

 

Hour of the Bees by Lindsay Eagar 670 Lexile 

Things are only impossible if you stop to think about them. . . .While her friends are spending their 

summers having pool parties and sleepovers, twelve-year-old Carolina — Carol — is spending hers in the 

middle of the New Mexico desert, helping her parents move the grandfather she’s never met into a home 

for people with dementia. At first, Carol avoids prickly Grandpa Serge. But as the summer wears on and the 

heat bears down, Carol finds herself drawn to him, fascinated by the crazy stories he tells her about a 

healing tree, a green-glass lake, and the bees that will bring back the rain and end a hundred years of 

drought. As the thin line between magic and reality starts to blur, Carol must decide for herself what is 

possible — and what it means to be true to her roots. Readers who dream that there’s something more 

out there will be enchanted by this captivating novel of family, renewal, and discovering the wonder of the world. 

The Stars Beneath Our Feet by David Barclay Moore 650 Lexile 

It’s Christmas Eve in Harlem, but twelve-year-old Lolly Rachpaul and his mom aren’t celebrating. They’re still 
reeling from his older brother’s death in a gang-related shooting just a few months earlier. Then Lolly’s 
mother’s girlfriend brings him a gift that will change everything: two enormous bags filled with Legos. Lolly’s 
always loved Legos, and he prides himself on following the kit instructions exactly. Now, faced with a pile of 
building blocks and no instructions, Lolly must find his own way forward. His path isn’t clear—and the 
pressure to join a “crew,” as his brother did, is always there. When Lolly and his friend are beaten up and 
robbed, joining a crew almost seems like the safe choice. But building a fantastical Lego city at the 
community center provides Lolly with an escape—and an unexpected bridge back to the world.  
 

The Screaming Staircase (Lockwood & Co, Book 1) by Jonathan Stroud 720 Lexile 

In The Screaming Staircase, the plucky and talented Lucy Carlyle teams up with Anthony Lockwood, the 
charismatic leader of Lockwood & Co, a small agency that runs independent of any adult supervision. 
After an assignment leads to both a grisly discovery and a disastrous end, Lucy, Anthony, and their 
sarcastic colleague, George, are forced to take part in the perilous investigation of Combe Carey Hall, one 
of the most haunted houses in England. Will Lockwood & Co. survive the Hall's legendary Screaming 
Staircase and Red Room to see another day?  
 

*Descriptions from Amazon Book and Kindle descriptions found on Amazon.com on 4/16/18 
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Incoming 8th Grade Summer Reading Assignment 

Directions: Complete all 5 journal entries for the book you choose to read 
from the summer reading list or your lexile range. You may keep a paper 
journal in legible handwriting or you may wish to use Google Docs and 
submit electronically. All journal entries must be completed  to earn full 
extra credit. 

Summer Reading Journal #1  

1. Tell me about the main character in your SSR book. What is he or she like? What age is 
the character? What job does the character have (school is a job)? What does he or she 
do (spare time/hobbies)? What is his or her living situation (family)? 

 
2.  In what ways are you similar to or different from the main character in your book? 

Explain. 

Summer Reading Journal #2 

Overall, do you like the book you’re reading? What specifically do you like or dislike 
about the book? Please provide details about the plot, setting, conflict, and characters to 
support your answer. Pretend I haven’t read the book. Convince me to read it OR not read it. 

Summer Reading Journal #3 

Compare the book you are reading now to any book you’ve read before. What 
similarities are there between that book and your book? What differences are there? (think plot, 
setting, conflict…obviously they have different characters. Think a little more deeply) 

Summer Reading Journal #4 

1. What is the title of the book you are reading? How does it relate to the story? If 
you haven’t read that far yet, what do you think the title could possibly mean? 
Make a prediction. 

2. Explain why you chose your book to read.  What factors went into your decision 
(interesting cover, back cover, recommendation)?  

Summer Reading Journal #5 

Describe the ending of your book. What caused the story to end the way it did: the 
character’s luck, hard work, skill, or a bright idea?  Was the main conflict in the book resolved? 

 

Assignments must be turned in by Friday, August 21st for full extra credit 
Assignments must be turned in by Friday, August 28th for half credit  
Assignments turned in after Friday, August 28rd will receive no credit 
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